MINERALOGICAL ASPECTS OF THE HAND-MADE POTTERY
FROM THE ROMAN CASTLE OF GILAU

The present study, wich has an interdisciplinary caracter is. in fact a continuation of the amalisys ol
the T.a Tene tradition pottery in the Roman castle of Gilau The first part was pubhished three vears ago; |
Marcu. O Jentea. Die handecarbeitete Keramik aus dem Rémerkastedd von Cildn, in Romer widd Borboaresn an
den grenzen des ronuschien Daciens (Hrsg, N Gudea) 1= Aot Musei Porolissensis 21 Zaliu 1997, p 221-
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Based on the finding of the clay extraction. clay wich was utilised for niaking the hand-made pottery
found in the up quoted castle (it is very likely that the sane clay could have been wtilised for making the
wheel-made pottery as well), we can make certain explanatory notes about the production of this type of
artefacts.

It s mmportant o mention that for all the period of tme m wich the castle of Gilau functioned. the
clay wsed for making almost all of the pottery there, was extracted from the same point. An mleresting
abservation is that the elay naturally contained a certain percentage of sand considered enough by the potters.
5o that didn’t have to supplement it with other degreasing HL]hHldI‘iLLH The clay utilised tor almost all of the
pottery pruduced m Cnlau came from a lall called “Cetate™, near CGilau, place where used to be o yuie large
Hallstatt scttlement. For the Trajanic level of the castle, the pollery contains a ligh percentage of degreasing
substances. having a rough aspect. For the 2™ phase hand made pottery is much finer. This situation chanees
m the 3" and last level of the castle. where such a Oat differentiation is no longer possible 10 be made. A
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particulir aspect comes with the cups wich tor the most part of them. contain a high percentage of desreasing
stibstanoes.

[eis Tikely that the early alveolar bottomed cups (dated in the second half of 2™ century) may have
heen better made (echnically talking). fact wich would underline as we said. the hyvpothesis of an eventual
cvolution of this tvpe from the semialveolar bottomed cup tvpe.

For the handmade pottery, we consider that the degreasing substance was not deliberately put into
the clay as Tar as it was already present there o safficient quantity, The same provenmience of the raw
material (deoreasing substance and clav) as well as the wdentfication of the calene comime from the b Lasts
anly tor the samples o mdAband 39mAT allow us w consider that we are dealing with prodoacts of the same
potler whoe could have produced pottery decorated with ormaments of dacian tradition. in the first haltf of the
2 century AT Analogies wich are chronologically very well framed. are w be found at Napoca where the
must part ol the handmade pottery is dated in the first wooden phases, wich correspond o the beginning of
the 2™ century AL, melading the premunicipal phase. What we can say far sure s that raw materials tor these
potters artelaets are commg from a ditferent place than the most part of those made in Gilaw,



