ARCHAFOLOGICAL AND ANTROPOGICAL STUDY OF THE PREFEUDAL GRAVES OF
INCINERATION (THE 8th CENTURY)) FROM ALBA TULRIA — JTHE AMBULANCE STATHONT

(SUMMARY)

Fhe archacological diggings out in the spring of 1980 i the west part of the L Ambulanee Station”
uncovered 186 Ruman graves and about 338 funeral compleses from the 8" 1 centuries. The carly staee of
the cemuetery s tlustrated only by three cinerary urns. uncovered in the north side of the block ol s B L3,
Viclori Avenue

The Tunerary graves due out at a small depth (02400 0,400 m) have their outlines anprecised (M 2560),
oval (M 23600 with the dimension of TEA0 < 070 o or circubar (8 3220 with o diameter of about 400 m. Fach
Srave contams the remains of a cinerary ume In the erave 236, the urn represented only the inferior third
restarahle part and it was laid with the opening upward. The urm wis only hal! filled with 376 bony calcinated
remains having the size of small splinters (3003 mediom size (308 and biz ones {260 The néurocranium
comprising 26 fragments and the posteraman skeleton are proved by 20 Taree remains, resualtine froon the
diaphysis the thichbones and  shimbones. 32 sphinters of homerus, radius and cubitus and o fragmen from g
vertebral poece

Fhe goneral aspect of the ossious pieces and the closed sagital sature ascribe thent to o forte or -
vear old croan-up maly

[ the second crave (M 4360 the urn. broken at the Tuneral pyre, s ascertained by vnls 19 frazments
resultmy Troon Lateral intertor parts. The tuneral inventory s made up ol the odferime of ceramic trazments. 8
sphinters resulting trom caleinated human bones and a small beap ol 220 <pail shells

Fhe anthropolegical study of the bones has determmed two Broe tragments, sis mediom pieces and
pventy small splinters. The cephalic part s not represented. but a diaphvsal fragment of the thichbone
some splinters from diaphysis ot the bones of humeros and shinbone belong o the posteranian skeleton vl siy
o1 seven-vear-old ehild (infans 1)

e crave 322 contains fragments of two vases broken al the place of incineration. a small heap of
bones and picces of coal. The bones contain very strongly caleinated remains of small size (L mediom ¢ 340)
and kig ones 121y The neurocraniom is illusteated by L] ragments of the occipital and parcntal bones and
posteranian skeleton comprises diaphysal parts of thighbone (35 and shinbone (4 as well as 29 simaldl splinters '
fronm the chiaphysis of the humwerus, radios and cubitus bones. The bones beloneed oo teenaser (fanvemis |
proshahly o male.

The hones selected from the funeral pyre were laid o carthen pots roamentarily or incompletels
preserved. The pots mowlded on the potter's wheel (M 2560 and 322 a3 both slow or rapid. are exbibiting
erowives a1 the mside walls (M 436 and 322 by and are made of sandvy, rough paste deereased witl sitted. sand.
rare gty arains with spangles of mica. The incomplete oxdating burning imprinted the black colonr sl
the vise ind brown=brick-red outside (M 236 and 456) or trcolour (hlack middlie. brown-crey inside and
Broswn brick-red oulside). The vessels from the Dirst two erves have both faces covered swith a i

The pots woth concave bottom (M 236 and 4363 present o tall bitruncated cone bady sl a relan e
colarged womb in the upper part near the opening short neck with the brim loosen by carving, Beside the urm
() there was Lnd o brime from a vessel of oftering with a short body and an ovoild womb ().

Phe vrpament consists of continuews horeaontal strips disposed in spival torme i the Tower port of the
vessel (MDD 250) bands of horzontal strips, and o hand o simweus incisions made on the shoulder amd
respectivels om the rim ob the openme (M 322 0 and Lines of obhic impressions overlaping the honsontal
v es (53220
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Lhe alimentry oftering is atested by M 436 and consists of a small pile of gastropod shells disposed
i senucrele, besde the urn on the bottom ot sepulchral graves. Aceording o the shape of the shells there were
dentified Cepoca dacica molusca — Girossu and Badaraon and fediv fiteseons (Aol WRossmiissler. The two
pulmonary species cohabited in the same ecowraphical areas and it is possible Tor the vastropnds to have served
as lood Lo the Tocal population within the wicked climate tsee Alexanden Vo Girossu and assistant i Frem the
Histcry of Romanr Fuvope . Oradea, T995 pas, 273-284)

The absence ol the mventory items having clear dating power. the chironological framing of those three
srives b mcineration is ensured by the tvpes of the funeral compleses and by the racmentary vessels
depuesited vo the bottom ot sepulchral graves in cometery

The first grove uses. as an urn, the Tower part o a pot o from remote times: the second has its oller
made ap od ceramie frawments, and the Tast one contains the remains of an om having an incomplete hody and
e rim taken from another vessel. Both vessels were broken at the place of the corpse’s imcineration. The
pieces were notall picked up and laid on the small heap funeral remains. The both Lypes of araves have ther
conclusive anadogies m the area of biritual cometeries from Bratei, Tamava and Berghin dated in the 7" 4"
centuries and thes belong (o the “ecategory ol s with sepdcrin or pare with grave “that is the funerary
complex has s burnme place (pyre) “different from that of the erave™ (see note 36).

Aveording e their technological and 1y pological characteristics. the four vessels fragmentarily attested
i the crives ol incineration are dated in the st halt of the 8" century, Some technical clements
Canutacturmg on the wheel, meomplete oxidated burnine. the ormament with horizontal incisions, curled line
and impressions nunde byomeans of o comb). then the rite of incineration, the fiwd ofTermy ol melusea ele are
components ot ancestral tradition or Dacian - Roman ones and they plead for assioning the oraves o the
community of the prefeudal settlement identiticd in the nerchbourhoed. at the nocthern cutskins o the Alba
Lid vy municipality,

Conscevendly . the archacological and anthropological study of the funerary complexes near the
“Ambulanee Station” supplies original contributions to the prefeadat habitat (the 8" centuryy in the central arca
ol the River Mures.

THE LIST OF THE IMAGES

Fig 1 - The map of spreading of the prefeudal biritual cemeteries (the 7" - 8™ centuries) in the centeal
and south-cast Transylvama: 1. Alba Tulia: 20 Berehing 3. Boarta: 4. Bratei. . Ciunga 6
Crhirbom, 70 Gugterita: 8 Mediag: 9 Ocna Sibilai: 100 Petrisat, 1 Sancel: 120 Tamava:
| 3. Turdas

e 2 Adba lulia = The Ambulance Station™. The plan of the incineration araves (the 8" centurs): |
Incineration graves with urms: 20 incineration grave with ceramic offering. The topoaraphic
mapping nude by Dumel Popa - subeneineer

Fres - Adba Tuli - = The Ambulanee Station™. The erave 256 Incineration urm, Fotographer Tacrima

[ddulescu
Figd = Alba Tulia - The Ambulance Station™. The crave 256, Incineration urn. DIrasving,
Fig S - Adba Tulicc- = The Ambulance Station™. The srave 4367 a) ¢ e dacioa Cirossu and Badarau:

by Hlefiv fetescens (el Rossmissler Fotocrapher Dorn Sabau — teacher.
Frg o= Alba lulia - " The Ambulance Station™ Grave 3227 a3 Incineration urn: by Brim ul ol Tering
vessel Grraphie reconstiation made by M B3 aan



