THE ALA Il PANNONIORUM IN DACIA

This military unit, with an important role in theqvince of Dacia, was
until now less researchkedThe newest archaeological excavatfoasd some
recent epigraphic findsllow a new and better approach of its history.

Theala Il Pannoniorumwas a cavalry auxiliary unit, having the size of a
quingenaria Sometimes it bears also the naweterand. One cannot tell
precisely when and why this epitheton was addetlitlseems that it was mostly
ignored. Several times thala is called Gallorum et Pannoniorumtoo, in
different moments and apparently without a rule. édplanation was offered
until now. A recent research proved the existerfcéh@cataphractariiamong
the riders of Gherfa One could imagine the recruitment, in several mais, of
some new Gaulish people, meant to serve as heawdacavalrists, a fact
which could explain the ethnic nar@allorumand its scarce use as well.

The early history of the unit is rather unknownwts founded sometime
in the first half of the 1st century A. D., in Pamma, but we ignore its garrison
place. Mostly consisting of Pannonian provincials, ite&ed gradually more
and more Roman citizens as well. In the second dfathe century, the unit
acted in Syri§ later one can meet it at the Danube, in Upper diédeThis
movement was somehow connected to the Dacian wdboafitian®. But a
Greek fragmentary inscription from Madytus (Thraciarings a different
argument; the anonymouymsaefectus alaementioned in the text participated in
the Dacian war and even received a decoration,rédieing promoted as
commandant of thisala in Syrid’. Therefore, the transfer of thala I
Pannoniorumin Upper Moesia must have taken place sometiner &8 and
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before 93 A. D'?. A stamped tile found near Lederdtauggests that its camp
should have been located in the proximity. @kell Pannoniorumalso appears
in the military diplomas of the province from'84100° and 101 A. D°.

This ala played an important role in the conquest of Dadis.
participation in the war between 101-102 A. D. uses even if no details are
available. As main evidence one can use the promddi the status afuplarius
of the bravevexillarius Ti. Claudius Maximu¥. During the second Dacian war,
a squadron of this unit, led by the further recdrtiaximus, chased the Dacian
king Decebalus until he committed suicide, and tbesught his head to the
emperot®. The wholeala received a special distinction for bravery as Well

One may accept that tlaa 11 Pannoniorumremained in Dacia after the
conquest. It is recorded in another military dipsboof Upper Moesia too, which
could be dated between 103 and?0@herefore this is mirroring the situation at
the dawn of the conquést Later ourala occurs in the diplomas of the new
province of Dacia, from 13§ 11G° and 114" Meanwhile, immediately after
the conquest, the establishing of its permanenisgar was initiated at Gherla,
in the North of Dacia, as well as the building tsftimber-earth camp. From this
stronghold, the troop had to ensure the commuwicstin the region, and the
connection between the legion XIlI Gemina — locatedApulum — and the
northern border forts too.

Then ourala (or only its vexillations) participated in the Baan war of
Trajarf”. After the closing of peace it must have returtedacia, at Gherfa
Doubtless it took part in the war against the Saanalazyges, under the
general command of Q. Marcius Turbo; it is enlistedong the military units,
which operated releasements of veterans in 119.4. D
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Fig. 1.- The province of Dacia in the Roman Empire (aftee Provinces of the Roman Empire

Through the reorganisation performed in 118%41fhe troop in Gherla
remained in the new province of Dacia Porolisseresigoying even a central
position inside (sedrig. 2), with the very same tactic tasks. Thda Il
Pannoniorum became an important component of teeercitus Daciae
Porolissensi®. This situation will last till the new organisatioof Dacia
operated by Marcus Aurelius in 169 A3D.

The military unit is further mentioned in other ittty diplomas for
Dacia Porolissensis, issued in the years’1230-13%, 1357 15 159° and
164°. Its absence in the one from #33oes not prove any temporary
withrawing, but only the lack of demobilisationsthre troop during that ye¥r

28 petolescu 1985, p. 52-55.

29 protase 1974.

30 petolescu 1987.

S1IDR | 7. Its absence in another diploma of the sanse (feferdehirt 2004, p. 64-70, nr. 22) is
not probatory, because it is a special constitytiealing with four military units only.
32\Weil 2002, p. 248-251, nr. AE 2002, 1745.
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The garrison place remained always the same. Theoopthat, before 123 A.
D., anotherala quingenariawould have been accommodated in that spot,
namely the one calledBrittonum civium Romanoruit is less probable. First,
bothalae occur together in the provincial army at the saneenent®; secondly,

it was proved that this last one was transferrethénprovince in the same year
123, and soon after moved for Lower Panntnia

Fig. 2.- Gherla in the Dacia Prorolissensis (aftacrea 1964
1 - legionary camp2 — infantry fort;3 — cavalry fort4 — watch tower.

The camp of this first period was an earth-timbee;at had the mass 145
x 138 m and a singli@ssa punicashaped ditch (segig. 3)* It does not seem to
have suffered damages in the first half of the 2edtury®. To the end of
Hadrian’s reign the fortification was restored iare (se€ig. 4**; the aspect of
the tower§® and a bronze brooch found in the filled ditch loé earth-timber
phasé® stand this datation. The new defence cinct read6dx 162 m, that is

39| 6rincz 1977, p. 283.

40 5ee above, fn. 30.

4! pferdehirt 2004, p. 64-70, nr. 22.
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4 Protase et alii 2005, p. 716.

5 Ornstein 1903, p. 112; see Lander 1984, p. 49-66.
46 Coci et alii 1992, p. 328, nr. 44.
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always for anala quingenaria the garrison troop being the same. Despite its
small dimensions, such a fort was able to accomteathe troop, including the
horse§’. It was endowed with two defence ditches, eacthei some 6.50 —
7.00 m width and some 2.00 m depth. The wabipas incertumreached 1.10 —
1.50 m width. An inscription from 143 A.D. mentioasstone edifice in the
central area of the fort, probably thencipia itsel*®. Around the military camp
flourished an important civilian settlement. Marigd, emerging from all the
levels and locations, bear the stamp of the uitl( P)*°.

Fig. 3.- Gherla, plan of the Roman earth-timber fortgeftrotase et alii 2005p. 721).
1 - internal street, — earthwall;3 — ditch;4 — area of th@rincipia; 5 — later stone wall.

Rather few militaries of this first period are reded in the epigraphic
sources. One can mention tyweaefecti equitunwho could belong to the first
half of the 2° century, T. Petronius Priscdsand T. Varius Clemefs In the
same lapse of time the following soldiers servedials the famous decurion Ti.
Claudius Maximu¥; the cavalry man M. Verpidius Longus, buried atnSiae-

47 See Nash-Williams 1969, p. 15, 116, 152 and Johf887, p. 320-321.

“8 AE 1906, 112.

4 CIL 11l 1633. 3. Unfortunately no variations in sizedastamp type occur, therefore they don't
help the chronology.

S0 CIL XVI4459; AE 1988, 77iDRE | 99.

SLCIL 111 5212-5215, 15209DRE Il 250-254; Husar 1999, p. 160, tab. 8, nr. 16.

52 AE 1969-1970, 583DRE Il 362 (age of Trajan).
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getus§3; another former decurion, T. Flavius Longinus, wdsrended in the
local gentry at Sarmizegetusa, Napoca andctieabaeof the Xllith legion
Gemina in Apulum as wéfl The local spiritual life is illustrated only by a
bronze statuette of Marsand another one in silver, representing a German
prisoner, probably belonging to a statuary groulpictv celebrated the conquest
of Dacia and was connected to the imperial *8ulfhe rich archaeological
remains suggest a Roman provincial civilisation aofWestern typg. The
sculptures in stone (many items, in limestone ordstone) have the same
Occidental aspect, showing several connections Widmnonia; one has to
mention the rather numerous monumental works whiaticate a certain
welfare of the local upper clas

No positive data exist about the involvement ofaleell Pannoniorumn
the Marcomanic wars. But surely it contributedhie tiefence of northern Dacia
and in the campaigns against the neighboring BentarThe arrival of thkegio
V Macedonicat Potaissa and the reorganisation of the Dagawinres under a
uniqgue military command increased the traditionattit role of theala.
Anyway, its encampment was not affected duringwaé®; Dacia Porolissensis
seems to have been well defended in theseYears

The Severan period was a very prosperous time ler Danubian
provinces, which becomes obvious in the settlerné@herla to8". Despite the
lack of direct evidence, one can assert thaatadl Pannoniorumstood for the
cause of Septimius Severus, as the whole provirciay did” Likewise, the
sources do not record the participation of thistamy unit in other campaigns,
which doubtlessly did not lack. Several refectionthe fort can be dated, with a
strong probability, in the first third of théXentury A. D?%. The archaeolo-
gicaP* and numismatfe finds, very numerous, attest a boom of the setttgm

S3CIL 111 1483; IDR 111/2, 460; Husar 1999, p. 166, tab. 11, nr. 3®$mprobably soon after the

conquest).

> CIL 111 1100; IDR 111/5, 253 (some time between 119 and 161 A. D.).

5 eposu-Marinescu, Pop 2000, p. 30, nr. 1.

% Ardevan 1999.

57 Especially the common pottery, the small finds] tre terra sigillata ceramic from Gaul, dating
in the 2nd century (research in progress).

87 greanu 2004, p. 161.

% The supposition of dammages inflected by the Waddvan 1993a, p. 222; Ardevan 1999, p.
880) was not confirmed archaeologically.

0 Gudea 1994, p. 375-376.

61 Ardevan 1993, p. 113, 117.

62 piso 1993, p. 149, 155.

%It is about new barracks, the extension of sonte wgavers and different internal buildings with
heating system (excavations performed 1980-1983ljqaiion in progress).

64 For exemple: Rusu-Bolind&999; Coci et alii 1992; Zgreanu 2004, p. 89-114.

% Ardevan 1993.
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but, nevertheless, some signs of the coming ctmis (weakening of the
currency, less impressive stone monuments, theeasorg percentage of the
local stamped pottery instead of the imported Sawiare etc.).

Fig. 4.- Gherla, plan of the Roman stone fort, with thedern excavations
(afterProtase et alii 2005p. 718, fig. 3)1 — unearthed wall — supposed wall§ — agger;
4 — |ost south-eastern cornéri- archaeological trenches:- enclosure of the modern industrial facilities.
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The epigraphic evidence is also more rich, butguisandful of texts have
a precise chronology. One know three prefects @liGs? Silvand§ M. N. ?
Lucretianu&’ and Pannonius Maxim®, a veteran — former decurion (Septimius
Pisusu®’) and other two anonymous decurithshen astator (Aurelius Tatd"),
an imaginifer (Brisenu$?), a signifer ac curator(? Dine$®) and animmunis
whose namé is lost. There are to be added also some simpi@ryanen of the
ala: M. Ulpius Provinciali§®, Scenobarbus Dd§j or two anonymougquited’
and even some undefined pedpleill of them seem to date from the post-
Marcomanic wars’ period. One has to spot the lghthe veteran C. Antonius
Crispinus, formerdecurio alag who becameamagisterin the pagusof Micia,
some time in the early Severan Hgdn conclusion, the process of social
ascension goes ahead for some members of the mniktaff®. The ethnic
diversity of the troop is also to be underlinedaasobvious consequence of the
regional recruitment; near correct Roman names aame meet Celtic (Tato),
lllyrian (Scenobarbus) or Thracian ones (Briserisies, Pisusus). The same
feature occurs in the general onomastics of thtesent’. Meanwhile, all these
people express themselves in Latin and live a Romggnof life.

The knowledge about their religion offers similanclusions. In the first
place, there is epigraphic and artistic evidenceRofman deities (Jupit&r
Apollo®, Hercule®’, Liber Patef, Marg®, Minervd’, Silvanu® or Venu&?); a

66 AE 1960, 221.

57 AE 1960, 222.

%8 CIL 111 832; Husar 1999, 159, tab. 8, nr. 12.

89 AE 1975, 732 (under Septimius Severus, indeed).
0CIL N1l 12542.
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74 AE 1971, 397.
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78 Protase 1969, p. 636-637, nr. 2.

" Protase 1969, p. 634-636, nrAE 1993, 1329.

8 See Russu 1944, p. 212 and Russu 1973, p. 78-79.
S CIL 11l 1375; IDR 111/3, 54, 80.

80 Ardevan 1998, p. 75-77, 149-150, 220-221.

81 paki 1998, p. 310.

82 CIL 11l 12540; AE 1975, 32; AE 1980, 221, 222; Bud#®i6, p. 90, fig. 5; Zgreanu 2004, p.
90, nr. I/2 (wrongly considered as Cybele).

8 eposu-Marinescu, Pop 2000, p. 32, nr. 12.
84CIL 111 832.

8 pop 1970; Pop 1973, p. 596.

8  eposu-Marinescu, Pop 2000, p. 30, nr. 10.

87 eposu-Marinescu, Pop 2000, p. 154, nr. 262.

8 AE 1960, 223.
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dedicationDis deabusque immortaliblfsshow some syncretistic intentions. The
Oriental religions are scarcely present — one caly mention a statue of
Cybelé", but this Microasiatic goddess had long beforespraed in the general
Roman spirituality’. Contrarily, some Romano-Celtic influences aréblés a
Gaulish Mercurius with silvetorques®, Hercules Magusantfsor Proserpina —
Nantosuelt¥. Consequently, the rather composite local panthigotargely
dominated by Roman gods, but also some Occidemia$ are present (much
more than the Oriental deities, very popular in #fecentury). Under these
circumstances, the two early Christian fitfdsnjoy a higher signification and
underline the involving of the local troop in theaim contemporary cultural
streams, and its basically Western character ds wel

The age of the military anarchy is far less recdrdgo inscription or
major monument is to be dated with certitude aft86 A. D. The latest
archaeological finds have characteristics of mid@& century’. The
maintaining of the garrison is somehow documentedugh the continuation of
the coin find%®, and through the numerous st@pmliafound in the fort, which
witness for later refectiofis This is a time of general decline for the proiahc
civilisation. In this case, the main cause cannatehbeen the Barbarian
invasions, which usually didn’t reach this censadt, but the prolonged absence
of the troop, too frequently used on remote campgigand the economic
recession of the settlement caused by this vergraigS®. Even without positive
data, one may accept the participationa 11 Pannoniorumin the military
events involving the provincial army: the campaigh$/aximinus ThraX’?, the
Oriental expedition of Gordianus, the Carpic war Rifilippus® then the
deffensive efforts of Decius, but especially theilcivars and the endemic
conflicts with different migratory peopH&s

89 eposu-Marinescu, Pop 2000, p. 91-92, nr. 102; Mi&7, p. 40, 81 (nr. 244).

O CIL 111 12539.

1 Buday 1916, p. 118-120; greanu 2004, p. 89, nr. I/1.

92 Schwenn 1951; Berciu, Petolescu 1976, p. 3-4.

9 eposu-Marinescu, Pop 2000, p. 45-46, nr. 34; HL888, p. 244-245, nr. 2.

% AE 1977, 704.

% |sac 1994; Nemeti 1998, p. 95-98.

% Ceramic fragments with drawings of a fish, to bated to the end of the 2nd century
respectively in the first third of the next onegyhwere unearthed inside of the fort (Ardevan
1998a).

9 Coci et alii 1992, p. 325; Gdac 1995; Zgreanu 2004, p. 160-161.

% Ardevan 1993, p. 113, 118-122.

% Ardevan 1993a, p. 222. See also Hiigel 2003, p-1880

100 Hiigel 2003, p. 160-162.

101 pisp 1982.

102 pigp 1974.

103 Hiigel 2003, p. 152-163.
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There is no specific information about the endh&f Roman garrison at
Gherla. We can presume its being withdrawn offigiat the general abandonment
of the province, most probably under AurelfdnThe evacuation meant neither
injuries of the camp, nor serious convulsions. @keell Pannoniorummoved to
Moesia Inferior, near Oescii§ and vanished from the sources. The abandoned
fort ruined gradually, less and less frequente@mympoverished and ruralized
Roman populatiofi® or by groups of migrating Germafis

As general conclusions, one can assert that thenhisf ala I Pannoniorum
mirrors the usual story of the provincial army, hwith important specific
features. This military unit was garrisoned in Baeis long as the province
existed. It fulfilled its main tasks, and actedaafactor of Romanization as well.
The Celto-Roman heritage of théda was rather strong, and it offered similar
features to the Roman life in its civilian settlei®. Some veterans ascended
even in the provincial upper class. But the evigealoout this history is scarce
and discontinuous. Thé“2century A.D., from the conquest to the Marcomanic
wars, seems to have meant the best period faalthand itsvicus the Severan
age, despite an obvious boom, brings up the sigtiseofuture crisis too. And
the subsequent military anarchy (since 235 A.Drjegated serious disfunctions
in the local society, as a consequence of the worgesituation of the troop
itself. The decline of the Roman civilization indaaround the camp dla i
Pannoniorumstarts at a quick pace towards the middle of theéhtury and
goes on to the end of the next one, denuding tetorital moment of the
withdrawal of any cultural significant®. Theala Il Pannoniorum so brilliant
in the conquest of Dacia and in its defence atbtginning, does not offer any
more records about important military events. Butisi the very lack of
information that certifies that this unit actuallifilled its military role in Dacia.

RADU ARDEVAN

104 Hiigel 2003, p. 168-169.

105 \wagner 1938, p. 62.

106 Ardevan 1993, p. 115-117; Gudea, Ardevan 20034-249.
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108 Husar 1999, p. 55-56, 117.

109 Ardevan 1993, p. 117.
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ALA I PANNONIORUM 1IN DACIA
REZUMAT

Aceast unitate militar, originar format din pannoni, a fost totdeaunaala quingenaria
mai apare cala Il Gallorum et Pannoniorunfposibil datorit recrutrii unor cataphractari) ori
cu epitetulveterana Prezent in vremea Flavienilor in Siria, pare a fi sositdan re abia dup
r zboiul dacic al lui Domian, r manand apoi in Moesia Superior. A participata cucerirea
Daciei sub Traian, avand un rol proeminent Tn aledor zboi (105-106 p. Chr.). Dupanul 107
trupa figureaz in armata provinciei Dacia; apare Treloiul cu paiii, iar apoi in luptele cu
sarmaii de la Dunrea mijlocie (118-119 p. Chr.).

Aceast ala a fost cantonatde la inceput in Dacia Porolissensis, la Gherai {d acest
loc s-a presupus stanarea temporara unei alte uniti similare).Ala Il Pannoniorumva ocupa
aceast garnizoan mereu, pan la abandonarea Daciei. Unitatea a dispus intairdeastru de
p mant (145x138 m cu un singuan), ref cut in piatr abia dup 140 p. Chr. (169x162 m, cu
dou anuri de aprare). In vecintatea acestuia a inflorit uricus militar, cu nume necunoscut.
Populaia consta mai ales din colotiilatinofoni, cu 0 mare pondere a der romanizai, rolul
orientalilor fiind redus. Panla r zboaiele marcomanice ezarea a fost foarte prosperar unii
militari au p truns in elita societii din ora ele daco-romane. Garnizoana romde aici, parte din
exercitus Daciae Porolissensisupraveghea centrul acestei provinciasigura legturile dintre
diferitele sectoare ale frontierei. Probabilacparte din d reii ei patrulau de-a lungul drumurilor
principale.

in timpul r zboaielor marcomanicegla 1l Pannoniorumva fi participat la aparea
provinciilor dacice i la campaniile din Tnvecinat@arbaricum dar nu dispunem de date clare.
Nordul Daciei nu pare i suferit devastri majore n acest timp, iar castrul n-a fost adéect

Perioada urntoare a adus o prosperitate mai regligr Tn componea trupei au intrat tot
mai mult elemente din zon- traci i illyri. Castrul a suferit doar unele refaceri amenajri
minore. Nu se cunosc dovezi explicite despre prezalei Tn evenimente militare din secolul I,
dar desigur cs-a implicat in agarea provinciei. Spre mijlocul secolului Il dauli a ez rii este
vizibil, dar trupa este in garnizoani refolosete o serie de monumente de pidfx repardi Tn
castru, poate sub presiunea multelor atacuri berbadnitatea a p sit Dacia la abandonarea
provinciei, fiind mutat la Oescus, Tn Moesia Inferior; castrut sit a ¢ zut treptat n ruin.

Sursele epigrafice sunt lacunare; ele ne fac cuniodoar caiva comandan i militari ai
alei din secolele II-1ll, greu de datat mai precimmpilele tegulare sunt numeroase, dar tipul lor
nu a evoluat delod nu permite dati. Prima jumtate a secolului Il mane deocamdaperioada
cea mai bine documentade izvoare.
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