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CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE DACIAN
DOMESTIC FAUNA BEFORE THE ROMAN CONQUEST

(SUMMARY

The present paper is a0 systematic stdy on the domesticated  animals Trom Dacia before the
Ruoman conquest, on the hasis of osteolomical stodies Ruflecting the prosent staze of knowledge the
stwdy s a double i

=il leomve o glabal image of the subject mentioned in the title

by o prepare a documentary fund for o more larzer study with o siress on the evalution ol
the activaty e the Roman apee.

Torattaim these goals we surveyed on the hand  almost all known data abowr domestic
amimals  from Dacia (agioovicin 1972 Glodarin 1974 cte. ), on the other hand  seneral anilyses
(Haimovicr 1967 Haimovier 19730 Haimowaei 1987 Udrescu 19851 and  the special studies o the
hone materinls per settlements (see tahles in the texty. To these we added some stadies COncerning
the anomal representations cither o coins (A faimonnce-Barfibee 19951 or ritual representalions. {Soaehy
W93 S WA

The bisis ol our ascertainments s constilated by the astealogical analyvses ade e 1A
selllenments o Transylvania, 3 in Banat, 1o the western part of the countey. 4 in Valachin and n
i Maoldova 1hg. 1) : - . '

By regrouping mosynthetic tables per settlements, ranking  the proportions ol the  domestic
specics  tnumber, pereentage) and orespective by the MND tminimum number of  mdividuals, Iy
addiiensoietimes: o the authors’ charts the caleulation ol the herzhl s o personal contmbution we
vhtained. on the vne hand. the peneral inage of the spectre ol domestic animals. on the other hand
iLoserles ol aseerhinments concerning the agee. the sacrifice age. amnal types. height and  other
morphe - physivlogival characteristios as well as aspects connected with the usare of thoese animals,
As i consegneuee we reached some general conclusions about the morphological  characteristivs of
species (eattle, caprovines, swine, equidac, dogs and bird) as well as some observations with i
historical . ceonomical and social characler:

b the Dacins were well acquaited with and grew all the domestic species known in central

amd south - cast Furope of the time before the Roman conguuest (30 century B - Bl cenlury Al
Bokones J974 po 1270177, 2150 257, 20dy cattle. sheep, goals, swine, equidac. thorse and ok vy
dogs aed birds thens, peese) amd were practicing a0 syatem ol extensive brecding.

hthe proportion between the species and their numerical gravity are mearly the siome as
those in Cello-Germanie Burope (Sékanei JOTE po 34-35).

¢ N Siarbu (Sdarbu Y93 po 68-6Y) thinks thil he has found  sacred  Kits (with RIS
abjects) whivh contain along with soomorphic fisurines, vessels in minjuture. potiery iteins aljects.
having agical wvilue. The author says that these ki were used by breeders in magical rifuals
meant o nercise the live stock, 00 protect the anomals, o chase the evil spirils wluch  wore
altectimg the lite and  activity, of the annmals. These  observations are ey nnportant jor the
implicanion of the Dacians in animal breeding and prove thas activity,

do The intensified research on the Dacian world offers the fact that iy aemils lad been
used for ritual sacrifices and Tor ameat offerings cither {or buriads or cremations. V' Sirbu slates that
mme species of aninals had been buried  particularly, live of them being domestic caltle, caprovines
wine, dags and hinds (Sdeb 7993 pd6-303 One could suppose that beside sanimals srown Tor
production: purposes aoeat. milk, ceest there were aniinals srown and used also for colt activities,

co D was possible oo ascertain, especially i the case ol species whose bones were Tound
greal number. soused mostlyoas food, that the Dacins had clementary knewledge both about the
sacrifice e and also about the preservation of o repnsduction group recording perhaps a0 st sl
i the hegimmimg ol a0 selection process.

FoOne can affirme that in spite of the usaze of  prinntive maces with fow productive

performinges Hill':_{l._' dimensivinal '-.il:l'lll._*!:'.-} st s1re slow breeding, horned sheep, areat feneth of the
splachnocranione and 1all back o the swiney the Dactans grew systematically  the main animal
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apevies. Tnoone case (Carlomdnestiy there were attempts o improve the caltle race. I three cases
allempts for improving the swine race were recorded (Pecica. Zinmicea, Sighisoara) and i the case
of the cattle from Racitau where there are horned heel already G sure sign ab racial improveaments
the lack of selded males does met necessarily mean the absence 0F a0 systenitie breeding activily
One could also notice o much improved  race of equidac, the so valled elie” horses hatme secins
that e process ol amprovetnent ol primieve races wias el generalised . AT these mean PO
et the Dactans had  munomal knowledae  about the feedme and brecding ol these s v
support Tor this ascertimmment coubd  be the Dacian sheeplolds mentioned by H. Thocovivio
(arconvicrne £9720 o ladh

oo can he allirmed for sure at all domestic ammals were ased as o

ho The presence of the donkey as an mmport anitl s neticed (VTadieenn. Zaniniceal. i
that of the cat as an amport o tha south (Zimoeeak which could mwan the existanee vl a
spoecial compuenent i the fercign trade of the Dacians,

Unfortunatelv, i the present stige of the rescarch, due to the reduced number ot the
searched settlements from a archacosoological point of view. and the small guantity of bones studies
per settlements it s not possible o notice any sign ot medical care ot ol the application ol any
pcans el medical prophilaxy. ‘



