16th - 18 th CENTURIES CUTLERY IN THE COLECTIONS
OF THE NATIONAL HISTORY MUSEUM OF TRANSILVANIA

ABSTRACT

The form, number, raw material and utility of cutlery have close relations with diet and
table customs, produced by the interaction of nourishment as a vital necessity, hygiene and esthetic
requirements of a given epoch. Thus, they constituie an important source of information for the
historian, presenting a wide ammay of details.

After a short presentation of the transformation of table habits throughout the centuries, the
paper deals with the evolution of the three basic forms of cutlery (spoon, fork an knife) in the 16
th - 18 th centuries. To the end of illustrate this process, the author sellected some of the cutlery
from the collections of the National History Museum of Transylvania, representalive for both their
character of table utensils and, at the same time. artistic artifacts,
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