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THE MAMMALIAN FAUNA FROM THE TEMPLE OF LIBFR PATER IN APLULUM

L. Elements of axial and apendicular skeleton (1999-2000)
IABSTRACT)

Adter the short deseription of the analysed material. we tried o concentrate the daia resulted from the
analysis ol cach catcaory of bones in tables. These tables contain elements conneeted with the wentificed
speecies or the possibly present species in the sample under study. traces of human processing noticed on the
bones. ages of slaughtering or death of the animals resulting from the stage of bone epiphysis suture and sizes
ur categories of estimated sizes,

i1 Genusspecies identified or Possibiy identified
Bos taurus ++

Cervus spp. -

Ovis spp. 4t

Capra spp. +
Capreolus spp. !

Sus Serofa dom. . T4

Nus Scrofy ferus +

Equus caballus ++

Canis dom, +r

+ surely identified
+ possibly present
Funcertain identification

f2 Traces of heoman processing
Bone/Species l_ Large ruminants Small ruminants Swine Lquids Carnivores
Scapula ++ +
Humerus ++ ++ - +i++
Radius ++ + ++ Nt visihly
Ulna - +4 - | i
Metacarpus ‘ot v ] _ )
Phalanx | ~+ -
Phalanx 11 + -
Phalanx 111 + -
Femur * : -
Tibia ++ T - -
Metatarsus A ++ -
Calcaneus o - T Burnt
Talus g -

4 oevident traces of cutéeralt

+  possible cutferall

- o rages

13 Age or citegories of ages estinurted

Baone Large Small ruminants Swine Fquids Carnivore
fSpecies ruminants
Scapula 7 =4 3m - == 21 m. -
| - 3.5
3
Humerus Sl BRI =9m. | bone = 3.8y = 1.3 Y
Radius ~ 1A v =3 m. 2 bunes - 3.8 - !
\
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(1 hone)
Metacarpus #2250 ! =2y, 2 hbones = =3y ?
2y
Phalanx | LA -2y = h-4m =2y -
Phalanx 11 -
Phalanx HI -
Femur <335y < Ay 1.5
{ | bone)
Tibia =223 =2y =2y Ay
Metatarsus 225 = 2 v {majority] =2 -
Calcancus =3y A w2250 gLl
Talus ! ? ! -
VI LS
m= manths
1.4 Estintated heighes or categories of heighis
Os/Species Large small Swine k.quids Carnivores
ruminants ruminants
Scapula Slim Small. Relatively,
majority. also relatively robust
s sive sl
Humerus I bone mediome-great.
| hone subimedium
Radius
L'Ina
Metacarpus [ 379 mm Relatively subimedium, shim
oreat
Phalanx 1 Medium -
sreat
Phalanx 11
Phalanx 111
Femur Medium. relatively
slum
Tibixa Medium small-submedium,
40- 42 eme robust
Metatarsus | 2000-]1 4640) 14 3-700.9 em.
mm Ovis, female
Calcaneus Medium 3539 cm
Talus HR-71 cm Medium-
areal

Data concerning the identified species
A Large raminants

Corroborating the data from the deseriptive part of the analysis we could conclude that the animals
were used in human consumption (as tood for people).

Among the identitied bones there seem 1w be bones belonging to cervides. but there are ne bone
identifications which could confirm this affirmation.

The slaughtering age at the most animals is above two years. There are also bones that indicate 3.5-4
vears, but thew proportion is insienificant so they can not allow conclusions.

The caleuliaed sizes or approximate ones reveal the existence of a medinm-sized bovines (120014040
mum} with o relatively supple constitution.

The animals identificd at Apulum are similar with the animals existing and typical for the reeion and
historical age (Ciielea-€andea 20060 p241-278). These bovines constitute the result wt crossing between the
local races (whose size used to be smallery and the imported. improved ones. Tt seems that the animals were
destined tor wtilitarian uses (work). milk production and lastly for meat,
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1.5.2 Small ruminants

Phcir destination was both atilitarian-productnve (nilk. soaly and alimentars 1o suppart of this
alfirmation stand the data sugoested by the sbaoehierig aoes fmdicated by most Dones) situated above s
LS

Among the scarched bones there is ne evidence for the amimals belonging o Capreolus sents The
pecomplished measurements and the anatonucal characteristies of the material assiaoed Lo ovicaprmes permi
the suppesition that ne the anaby sed sample there sere alsoindiodoads belonging w the Capra zenus

Fhe cateulated heights for the ovmwe indicate inomore cises 0570 ame a normal siaaton for the
cltectves Trom Roman peniod. Animals of this oope appear as o result ol improvement of local specios throuzh
Clussing sith superior, improsed ones (redea-Cenedea 2000 241-278)

.53 “wing

I e vhsers ations made von the material mdicate evident traees of processme, and henee the doge
conelusn that anmmals had been also used malimentation. The slavghiering age, momest cases 1y 2-203 sears,

Caleulated heighis are 35-63 cm.

As o conclusion we can state that the discovered swine population is rather helerogencons, witl
heiohits between 35-65 e Most hones indicate o domestic species. with rather primitive characieristes aul a
slowe spoecd of breeding, Tnosuppaort of ths adlirmation stnd also the data concerming the sbwghierme age o
animials. which s abos e 203 vears, there are. of course. antmals slaughtered at o sounger aec (=132 vears)
ancd even abvse, Bt the proportion of such ammals s rather small The data resalting frong oor analysis show
Ut e the case of s species preoceapations for improvgment were reduced. bemg dsed o tardine rice. wnlh
slow brecdine wnd maost probably o scmiesiensive sysiem ol brecdmy,

.54 Foguids

e vhsersations do et shos traces of progessing In cise ol Larsal hones these trices are ov ideni, bie
they dhorr Tallos teconclude that the anmals were vsed m human abomentanion

Phe aze ol death is abose 2-3 vears, The herghis could net be caleulated. bul semistoscopical
appreciations et the estimation od e rebatnvels Bree, robast ammal

As i eeneral conclusion we can nod siy that the ammmals were used in alimentativn Galthoagh this thing
s osuzoested By series of other works ) the triees of processing could be present owing o lter atiempts o s
the benes o houschald and udlitarian purposes The presumed destmation thav g meswies the atfirmations
voncerning heighisy is raction. so the wse ol ammals tor work and riding

.35 Canidae

Friges ol progessme are nor loond at mest hones. Only one bone (one from the tow sohode oies)
shoses trices o cutting swhith o sharp mstroment. et that does not esclude the possilirliny el ase
alimentation glact knoss i from sontten sources- Loson 7903

e estmmated aze o death = oot conclusive thigher than 13 searsy dog also o the faet thar the
mmber of bones that sugoests this aee sovery redoced

he estiminted highis show clearly the existence of several morphological 1pues

Py i view the aer thar the MNL iminimom number o mdividuals ) provides ooy the mineal
Imit of the nomber of existme mdisidhals, the real omber might mach bigger, we can athinm with certaints
that the camine population s so diverse dog also o the existence o some well delined, selected races
tindividual sized 4042 ¢m. robust constitnton, short and torsioned Tinbs has ing o atibtanon or ormamental
destinationy. but muost bones indicate the existence of an ordinary dow, sieed submedimm-mediom. relativels
supple swhose destination scems o bave been atilitarin (2uarding



